
Joystick - $1,000 

Before being diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis ten years ago, 

William M., 55, was host of a syndicated radio talk show.   

As the disease progressed, he became quadriplegic. He  

now uses a power wheelchair operated by a chin  

joystick, which became inoperable due to age  

and use. Friends of Man assisted with $1,000  

towards a replacement, and now he is able  

to get out of his bed and even take public  

transportation on his own.  His wife  

and daughter are very supportive.   
 

Mr. M. wrote,  
 

“The chair is me – it’s my legs,  

it’s my arms, it’s my freedom.   

Thanks to you, I have  

my freedom back.” 
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Happy Holidays! 
We celebrate this holiday season with the special joy of knowing that, thanks to 

you and all the Friends of Man donors, many people receive care, equipment, 

medical help, hearing aids, dentures, eye care, clothing, daycare and more.  

Most of all, they receive the sense of relief and hope for their future,  

knowing that they are not alone in their difficulties. 
 

Because your donations are used 100% only for charitable assistance,  

you are assured that your gifts touch people directly.  Our semi-annual  

Updates give you a taste of the responses that come to our office daily   

showing how you do make a difference! 
 

At the eve of the 35th anniversary of Friends of Man, we thank  

you for being a major part of this unique charitable endeavor! 

We hope you enjoy reading about the fruits of your generosity. 

With warm wishes for the holidays and the New Year - 

From all the Volunteers! 
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Custom Crutches - $400 

Sharon V., 62, is raising her 16 year old son.  

She had worked as a legal secretary for many  

years until her diagnosis with Multiple Sclerosis.  

Her need for a motorized wheelchair due to upper 

body weakness was supported by her doctor,  

who wrote: “It will increase all her activities of  

daily living and open the world for her!”   

Friends of Man helped with $1,100  

supplementing her own portion, which  

was the most she could afford. Sharon  wrote:  
 

“I am grateful and cannot say enough to you how 

thankful I am to you! I was addressed with  

kindness and respect by each and everyone  

of your people during phone calls. You  

have made it possible for me to have  

a new wheelchair which would not  

have been possible without your help.” 

  

With heartfelt thanks,  

Sharon   Motorized Wheelchair - $1,100 

Communication Device - $1,400 

Derek P., 48, is very independent despite the pain  

     and limitations caused by Cerebral Palsy.   

He has two college degrees and is trying  

to find employment that he can  

perform at home. The need  

was for more durable custom  

aluminum forearm crutches,  

enabling him to be active  

and get around.   

 

Friends of Man approved $400  

Bonnie G. was unable to speak after cancer surgery and 

could not afford the solution - a device allowing her to once 

again enjoy necessary - and pleasurable! - communication 

with others. Friends of Man assisted with $1,400.  

Her referring professional wrote,  
 

“… she is so grateful for the device, more than you can  

ever imagine.” 



“Thank you – it’s truly a blessing knowing there are organizations to help adults in 

need.  There are times when many of us need a little help in our lives. Wonderful  

organizations like yours are very much needed in today’s society.   

Without your help I would have been restricted in all aspects of my  

daily life – I could not replace the glasses without your help.   

Again, thank you – someday I hope to be able  

to contribute to your fine organization.”   
 

Respectfully yours,  

Chelby  

Bifocal Glasses - $150 

Greetings Friends of Man:   
 

   We needed to reach out and give a huge thanks to the Friends of Man organization for the help with $1,080 to 
Ms. Colleen P. for her dentures. 
 

   Ms. P. has had several job interviews and continues to impress people with her beautiful smile.  Every time I 
look at her I see the Friends of Man on her face. Without your help she would still be frowning and looking 
downward. I remember she would cover her mouth when she spoke making it difficult for people to understand 
her speech. NOW..... she looks people in the eyes, smiles and pours out her personality.  
 

   I would like to first thank the Friends of Man organization for the grant and help. Second and this is probably 
what makes your agency what it is, I'd like to thank the staff, beginning with the intake person, the case manage-
ment staff and others.  They showed kindness, patience, and tolerance with me, and Ms. P.  We all realize the first 
point of contact for potential clients is the front desk/office staff. Everyone showed the respect and dignity that  
is missing in so many human service agencies. It seems you put the meaning back into the term "Friends." 
 

Thanks,  
 

Ray Maestes MSW  

Adams Camp $1,400 

5 year old Aiden H. is severely disabled.  He spent most of his young 

life in hospitals, doctors’ offices and getting therapy, so he doesn’t 

know how to play or interact with other kids.  Aiden’s working  

mother cares for him and requested help with $1,400 for attending 

Adam’s Camp for a special therapeutic experience.  She writes,  
 

 

“Aiden LOVED camp. Every moment – the swimming (which he 

normally hates), the horseback riding (normally scared of) and  

even the tubing (panic attack waiting to happen!).  He learned  

so much – even requested feeding therapy.  This kid never  

so much as ate a whole cracker, and now he’s  

requested to learn how to eat.   

We have Friends of Man  

to thank for that.” 



 

  My tax-deductible check to Friends of Man for $ ____________ is enclosed.  
 

   My Name:________________________________________________________________  
 

  I would like my gift ($_______) to be in tribute to:  
 

 Honoree(s):____________________________   Holiday      Birthday      Anniversary      Memorial 
 

 Please notify the following individual(s) of my tribute gift: 
 

 Name(s): _______________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 Street Address:   _________________________________________________________________________ 
 

 City: ____________________________________________   State: _______________     Zip:____________ 
 

Friends of Man • P.O. Box 937 • Littleton , CO  80160 -0937 • 303-798-2342  • www.friendsofman.org  
 

Our mailings are designed and paid for by the volunteers - just like all other administrative costs and expenses.  

Your Friends of Man donations are used 100% for charitable assistance. Always. 

Wheelchair - $1,800 


 

                        Donation Return FormDonation Return Form   

         Ms. R, recently divorced and working full-time,    

   needed interim help to supplement daycare costs   

             when her mother, who had been taking care of   

                   the children, had to return to work. Friends  

                          of Man approved $650 which took the   

                                        family through a difficult time.  

Daycare - $650 

                                                   Jeff’s life changed completely after an auto               

                                                   accident that left him wheelchair-bound.     

                                                   He is able to work for limited hours, but    

                                                   can’t afford the athletic wheelchair that   

                                                   would allow him to participate in active   

                                                   sports. Since the accident and his disability,  

                                                   he has struggled with depression.  His      

                                                  doctor told us that the wheelchair will   

greatly benefit him physically and mentally and help him gain a sense of 

purpose and well-being.  Friends of Man helped with $1,800, and here’s 

the note from Jeff himself: 
 

“…with the help of your generous donation I will now be able to  

completely finance the purchase of a much needed sports wheelchair.  

My intention is to use it for competition in wheelchair basketball and  

softball, now and for many years to come!  And because this has been  

a rather difficult season in my life, the grant really couldn’t have come  

at a better time for me.  Thanks again for this wonderful blessing.” 
 

Sincerely,  

Jeff W. 


