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D/B/A Friends of Man
D/B/A Center for Inner Initiative
MISSION STATEMENT:
The Institute for the New Man was founded in 1982 as a 501(c)(3) public charity with a
double mission: Charitable and Educational. The Institute is funded through donations
from the founding volunteers who pay all the costs and expenses of running the organization.
There are no salaries.
I. Charitable: The mission of Friends of Man, the charitable arm of the Institute for the New
Man, is to give help to people who find themselves in a situation where they have nowhere else
to turn. It may be an elderly person on a fixed income, a working family whose child is struck
by severe illness, an accident victim, a disabled person, or a schoolchild whose family can’t
afford basic needs.
The kind of help given by Friends of Man depends on the need. Our flexibility in this respect
is unusual and allows us to be able to help where other resources can’t because of narrower
guidelines.
Friends of Man gives the donor the opportunity to really help others because every donation
is used 100% to help people. No money is taken out for anything else. There are no salaries.
Directors, officers, and more than 35 volunteers give their time and skill without receiving a
salary. The volunteers also pay all the costs and expenses (capital and administrative) of
running the organization. Friends of Man is thus enabled to use every donation 100%
for its charitable purpose.
II. Educational: The mission of The Center for Inner Initiative, the educational arm of the
Institute, is to provide classes and publications concerning the underlying philosophy that
brought Friends of Man into existence. Focusing on the role of the individual in society, the
Center assists those who are interested in increasing insight into themselves, resulting in
inner growth and development as well as outer relationships that are beneficial to others.
No one is paid for teaching classes, and tuition income is used to support the double mission
of the Institute.
IMPORTANT NOTE: The Institute, Friends of Man, and the Center for Inner Initiative are
organized and operated separately. Income as well as all finances are strictly segregated and
used for the mission of each entity.
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Stuart A. Witkin, Director and President
Arthur A. Belefonte, Vice President
Marlon R. Neely, D.V.M., Vice President

Ellen Witkin, Vice President
Amy Overland, Secretary
Katrina Shanks, Treasurer
Samuel Feld
Betsy Kirschbaum
Katharine Mead
Maurene Neely
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New Friends of Man Program!
Single Parents Empowered
In August 2018 we received a letter from the organization Single Parents Empowered, a local
501(c)(3) that needed to transfer the program to another charity, requesting that Friends of Man
take over its work.
After careful consideration, our Board ascertained that the SPE Program fits well into the
mission of Friends of Man and would make a good fit as a new branch of the work of
Friends of Man.
In November we received the assets of SPE and launched Single Parents Empowered Program
of Friends of Man.

FRIENDS OF MAN EVERY DAY
•

Applications for Assistance arrive daily by U.S. Mail and email from social service workers
in Colorado and other states, hospital patient navigators, school counselors or nurses,
agencies for helping seniors or handicapped people, community centers, etc. Volunteers
begin screening the requests immediately, call or write additional questions to the
caseworker or the applicant.

•

Bills are emailed, faxed or mailed to us from vendors for items or services they have
rendered for our charitable assistance approvals (Dental work, wheelchairs, tuition,
daycare, prescriptions, etc.). Then volunteers check the amount of the bill, call the applicant
to make sure that the help was received, and process the bill for immediate payment.

•

Checks from donors are mailed to us following our Semi-Annual Updates, and also on a
regular monthly basis by dedicated donors. Volunteers prepare the deposit, take it to the
bank, and then begin the process of entering the data on our computer system so that we
may acknowledge each gift individually – accompanied by –

•

Thank you letters come from people we’ve helped. These notes are often very moving,
and we share them with the people who make it all possible – the Friends of Man donors.

Every Thursday evening of the year the Disbursement Committees meet to hear screened
applications presented. They ask further questions of the screeners, and then vote on whether
the request is suitable for Friends of Man assistance, as well as how much money to approve.
The Committee may have further questions or suggest a more economical approach to the
request, or in some cases, may recommend finding out if we can do more in particularly
needy situations.
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The Minutes of the Disbursement Meetings are reviewed by the Directors, and then letters are
sent to the recipient, the referring professional, and the vendor, telling them of our approval of
funds.
In cases where we receive full information on the application, this whole process can take less
than a week.
Friends of Man volunteers include people from many walks of life. Many retired men and
women, as well as those who still work at their jobs, come to give of their skills and
experience: A retired physician, a real estate broker, a retired veterinary surgeon, a
bookkeeper, a computer specialist, businessmen, a pro bono attorney, teachers, housewives,
and more. Thirty people give of their time, skill, experience, and financial support to enable
Friends of Man to function on a daily basis. The time donated was approximately 14,000 hours
for the year.
As an aside, if we were an organization that paid salaries, and the average hourly fee was
$25.00 (this is a very low estimate because our staff includes highly skilled professionals –
attorney, doctor, computer programmers, volunteers who do computer entry and telephone
contact with recipients, vendors and social workers, to say nothing of a CEO salary!), the
annual expenditure for salaries would be almost $350,000, and with benefits, the total bill
for salaries could well exceed $500,000. In addition to not receiving compensation, the
volunteers pay for ALL administrative costs and expenses to operate the charitable
organization. Because Friends of Man does NOT pay salaries or have these costs and
expenses, our power for helping in the community is dramatically increased.

FRIENDS OF MAN GENERAL ASSISTANCE
In 2018 Friends of Man helped over 1,000 individuals of all ages with a large variety of needs.
Medical and mobility equipment, dentures, transportation and food for patients in treatment,
glasses, van modifications, and much more. A holiday highlight in many area nursing homes
is Friends of Man providing gifts of clothing and toiletries to every Medicaid resident. The
photos and notes that we get make the holidays much warmer and more meaningful.
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Eye-Cam $1,300
Nancy V., 68, blind since the age of 12, needed specialized vision
equipment. She has light perception in each eye, and the OrCam My
Eye will allow her to know when someone is approaching, enable her
to read books, newspapers, menus, household bills, bank statements,
etc. – all the things which her late husband had previously helped
her with. She has an Associate Degree, and for several years she has
been on an Advisory Board, is active in the Lions Club, and worked
as an officer. Nancy is capable of using technology. Her doctor was
strongly in favor of this request.

Bioness $1,500
Michael H. was diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis two years ago at
the young age of 26. He felt very frustrated and discouraged by not
being able to walk and live his life actively, as he had prior to the
illness. A trial period with the Bioness boot (neuro-muscular
stimulator) brought amazing results, but the cost was prohibitive
and not covered by insurance. With help from Friends of Man he
was able to purchase the device. His doctor writes that Michael
“is a really nice guy, going to school for some inspection
type of work, and is active in the community.”

Upper Denture $837
Dee M., 67, lives in Loveland after her reluctant retirement from
a long career as an RN. She had wanted to be a nurse since she
was a child, and only stopped working when she was forbidden
to work while wearing oxygen which she needed 24/7 for COPD.
Her doctor confirmed that her medical condition is stable and that
she would benefit greatly from the needed dental work. The
applicant contributed to the cost, and Friends of Man helped
with $837, enabling her to purchase the dentures.

Portable Oxygen Concentrator $400
Ernie L. needs oxygen 24/7. He’s active in the community,
volunteering and giving talks at schools. He needed lighter
equipment so he could continue his activities, and as he
writes, “This enables me to be able to help people like
anyone else, without lugging around huge tanks
and worrying about running out of oxygen.
My sincere and warmest thanks to you!”
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Continuous Glucose Monitor
and Sensors $571
Gina B., 26, had diabetes from childhood and was recently
diagnosed with kidney failure. While she awaits a hoped-for
transplant, her need to monitor glucose is critical to maintaining
the good health that a transplant procedure requires. She writes,
“I am more than grateful, and words can never express my
thanks to Friends of Man. My husband and I hope to have
children after my transplant!”

Hearing Aids, $800
Rigoberto P. has a college education and has worked
all his life. At 72, he needed hearing aids to continue
his active life. He writes, “It gives me great pleasure
to write to you how much you have improved my
ability to hear and hence the quality of my life.
Thank you, Friends of Man.”

Mini iPad $350
Laura R., 31, lives in Greeley with her husband and 3 sons, 15½,
14, and 11. She stays home to care for her daughter Kayla, 4, who
has multiple developmental deficits. Kayla is in a preschool for
students with moderate to significant medical needs. She struggles
with attention to tasks, motor coordination, cognitive processing,
feeding issues, early learning skills, and is missing parts of her
fingers, resulting in a difficulty with grasp. While she avoided
drawing with crayons, she was able to hold a stylus and make
marks on an iPad, becoming intensely interested in this
technology. The requested device will help Kayla with both
occupational therapy and physical therapy, as well as education. Kayla is cognitively able to
use this device, and her doctor is in favor of this request. The use of this iPad at home will
be very motivational for her to keep up with her learning and keep her engaged.

Dental Work, $1,999
Gloria F. and her retired husband live on Social Security and
his part-time work as a roofer. They both had been employed
during their adulthood and now live frugally, but still
couldn’t afford the extractions and dentures needed to
prevent infection before Gloria’s kidney transplant.
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I. FRIENDS OF MAN
Every dollar that you contribute to Friends of Man
goes 100% to help people in need!
No money that you contribute to Friends of Man can ever be used to pay for the
administrative costs and expenses of operating the charity. All of these costs and
expenses are paid for by the core group of volunteers through their donations to
the Institute for the New Man (see below). No one in the organization receives a
salary or compensation of any kind.
FRIENDS OF MAN FINANCIAL STATEMENT – FISCAL YEAR 2018*

In 2018 Friends of Man had the honor of being selected by the Single Parents
Empowered Organization to continue their work in the community. The Single
Parents Empowered Program of Friends of Man received the transfer of
SPE assets in the amount of $27,100.
In addition, Friends of Man received two bequests totaling $187,000 which went
into the Bequest and Endowment Fund
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•
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•

•
•

Mobility
$66,949
Vans and Adaptations
$46,890
Wheelchairs & Accessories $5,244
Home Modifications
$14,815
Medical
$52,880
Procedures
$2,415
Prescriptions
$4,108
Equipment
$38,872
Assistive Technology
$1,500
General Transplant Fund
$5,985
Basic Needs $59,195
Food
$16,350
Clothing
$18,225
Transportation
$11,636
Eyeglasses
$8,008
Daycare
$2,176
Rent/Mortgage
$1,365
Training and Education
$1,435
Hearing:
Dental:

$91,351
$61,489
10

II. INSTITUTE FOR THE NEW MAN FINANCIALS
The Institute for the New Man (“IFNM”) is funded by donations from the core
group of volunteers. These funds are used to pay all administrative costs and
expenses of operating Friends of Man. There NO SALARIES. The volunteers
donate either time, skill, money – or all three. The funds of both IFNM and
Friends of Man are strictly segregated and used only for their intended purposes.
The annual independent audit of IFNM d/b/a FOM shows this segregation.

2018 DONATIONS TO THE INSTITUTE FOR THE NEW MAN
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2018 EXPENSES OF
THE INSTITUTE FOR THE NEW MAN: $65,691

IRS Form 990 and complete CPA Audit Review are available on request.
2018 Year End Audit Review Summary:
Total Income:
Total Year End Net Assets:

$589,479
$17,620,214

Note: The IRS, as well as the Better Business Bureau, view the Institute for
the New Man d/b/a Friends of Man as one entity (Tax ID 74-2244154),
even though they operate as two separate financial entities.
12

